
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSE-TTS

CITY OF LOWELL
ln Citv Council

VOTE

Authorizing the City Manager, acting through the Finance Department, to accept and expend a Gaming
Mitigation grant in the total amount of $180,628.00 from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts via the

Massachusetts Cultural Council ("MCC')

The Lowell Memorial Auditorium has been approved for a gaming mitigation grant through the first
round of grants funded by the Gaming Mitigation Program, which was established by M.G.L. c.23K
s. 59; and

The City of Lowell desires to accept and expend said grant funds for the Lowell Memorial Auditorium
to compete in a new, unbalanced marketplace due to the legalization of gaming in Massachusetts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT VOTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOWELL:

That the City Manager, acting through the Finance Department, be and is hereby authorized in the

name of the City of Lowell to accept and expend a Grant in the amount of $180,628.00 from the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts via the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

That the City Manager, on behalfofthe City of Lowell, be and hereby is, authorized to execute any

and all documents necessary in connection with said grant from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

referred to above.

V:grant/massculturalcouncil

BE IT FURTHER VOTED:



Mass
Cultural
Council

July ) 4,2020

Eilieen M. Donoghue, Cily Monoger
City of Lowell
City Holl
375 Menimock Streel
Lowell. MA 01852-5983

Deor Ms. Donoghue:

we ore pleosed to inform you thot Lowell Memoriol Auditorium hos been opproved for o Goming
Miligolion gronl of $180,628 (Gronl #FY2l -GM-GAM{555) from lhe Moss Cul'turol Council.

This is lhe first round of gronls funded by the Goming Miligotion Progrom, which wos estoblished by
MGL Seclion 59 chopter 23K, ond oims io miligole o direcl threol lo lhe sustoinobilily of non-profil
ond municipol performing orls cenlers in Mossochusells by providing copilol to preserve fheir
obility to complefe in o new, unbolonced morketploce. This round is distributing lhe lunds received
by the Progrom through Februory 29, 2020.

Enclosed you will find o conlrocl pockoge lhot conloins oword inslructions ond reporling
requirements. Pleose review lhese documents corelully ond relurn lhe required poperwork lo
Controcts Officer, Cyndy Goviglio, by moil. This will help us process your gronl os quickly os
possible. For queslions obout ihe conlrocl, pleose conlocl Cyndy ot 617 -858-2711 or
Cyndy.Goviglio@orl.slole.mo.us. For questions oboul lhe progrom, pleose contoct Progrom
Oflicer Cheyenne Cohn-Poslell ot Cheyenne.Cohn-Postell@orl.slole.mo.us.

You ploy on inlegrol role in creoling ond supporting o cuilurol life in Mossochuselh thol is vilol,
occessible, ond lhriving. Congrolulolions on your successful opplicolion ond thonk you for oll lhol
you do.

Sincerely,

tv(

'{,b/{r)
Nino Fiolkow
Choir

Enclosures

cc: Peler Lolly, Generol Monoger, Lowell Memoriol Auditorium



Office of the City Manager
City Hall . 375 Merrimack Street ' Lowell, MA 01852
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Eileen M. Donoghue
City Manager

August 31,2020

Mayor John J. Leahy
And

Members of the Lowell City Council

Dear Mayor Leahy and Members of the Lowell City Council,

I respectfully request that the City Council vote to accept and appropriate a grant from the

Commonwealth in the amount of $180,628, from the Massachusetts Cultural Council to support

the Lowell Memorial Auditorium ("LMA"). These funds are derived from the state's gaming

revenue fund, which was established after the legalization of gaming in Massachusetts to aid in
offsetting the economic impact to smaller cultural institutions runs by municipalities and non-

profits.

My finance team has been working with the Lowell Management Group and Peter Lally, the

general manager, to strategize the best use of funds to improve the quality ofthe shows offered at

the LMA. As per the rules of the funds, the money must be used for performance fees for shows

at the LMA, and can be allocated to any show that goes to contract before 613012021 . The current

plan would allow the LMA to once again host a touring Broadway series.

The LMA previously hosted a Broadway subscription series from 1991 through 2015. However,

the market conditions and economics ol touring Broadway have eliminated the possibility of a
touring Broadway series retuming to the LMA without some outside frnancial support. These

gaming funds give Lowell Auditorium the chance to once again become a touring Broadway house

and bring back to the LMA a comerstone of performing arts center programming. The Broadway

series was a significant attraction for patrons of the LMA and is sorely missed. And as many

business owners downtown will attest, the Broadway series was one ofthe best economic drivers

that the LMA provided, and I am excited bring forth a plan, in pa(nership with the management

at the LMA, that would use these funds to bring it back to life.

Please do not hesitate to let me know ifthere are any questions.

Sincerely,

flt- il>dL'-
Eileen M. Donoghue
City Manager

Conor Baldwin, Chief Financial Officer

rhe City 
", LowE llati,, unique. tnspiring


